Dear Assemblyman (or Assemblywoman) __________:
As a concerned constituent, I am writing to urge you to vote against Assembly Bill 4627 (Weinstein) (the Senate Bill counterpart is 1729), which will add enormous cost to the health care system in New York State by vastly expanding the statute of limitations for malpractice litigation.  The bill would change the current 2 ½ year statute of limitations marked from the date of the actual occurrence of the malpractice to a system that is open-ended and would use the date of “discovery” of malpractice as the starting point for the statute of limitations.  This change nullifies a system that has worked well in the courts in New York for over 30 years, and that has served to keep the costs of health care down throughout the state.

This unwise change will cause malpractice litigation to skyrocket, including wasteful litigation solely over the issue of when malpractice has been “discovered”.  At a time when it is critical to continue efforts to reduce the cost of health care, this destructive bill will add exponentially to the cost of health care – leading to more litigation, higher malpractice insurance premiums, and higher costs to patients for both necessary care and health insurance.  There is no sound public policy reason to undo a system that has worked well in New York and that was specifically adopted to reduce the cost of health care.  This will create a system that has failed elsewhere in other states, which all have preferred the model New York has established.
Please do not allow good public policy that is working to be overturned by A.4627.  I sincerely urge you to consider the extreme negative implications of this bill and to vote against it.

Sincerely yours,

_____________ 

